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Kes baharu kembali 3 digit

172 jangkitan
tertinggi
sejak 11 April
babitkan
warga asing

Putrajaya: Jumlah kes baharu
kembali melonjak kepada tiga di-
git semalam apabila 172 kes ba-
haru dilaporkan dengan sebaha-
gian besarnya membabitkan in-
dividu bukan warganegara.

Kali terakhir jumlah kes ba-
haru menunjukkan angka tiga di-
git ialah pada 3 Mei lalu iaitu
sebanyak 122 kes, manakala paras
tertinggi pernah dicatatkan pada
11 April apabila sehanyak 284 Kes
baharu dilaporkan.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-
tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullab,
berkata daripada jumlah kes ba-
haru itu lima kes adalah kes oy
port yang mendapat jangkitan di
luar negara dan 167 Kes penu-

Kluster baharu

Putrajaya: Kementerian Kesiha-
tan (KKM) mengesan satu lagi
kluster baharn membabitkan ta-
pak pembinaan di ibu negara
yang kini menjangkiti 44 individu
bukan warganhegara.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-
tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abduliah,
berkata jumlah jangkitan yang
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22 kes

laran tempatan.

Daripada 167 kes penularan
tempatan, 159 membabitkan war-
aa asing, manakala lapan sahaja
warga tempatan,

Dengan perlambahan kes ba-
haru itu ia menjadikan jumlah
kumulatif kes kini 7417 kes.

“Oleh itu, jumiah kes aktif de-
nean kebolehjangkitan COVID-19
adalah 1,323 dan mereka sudah
diasingkan dan diberi rawatan.

“Hingga kini, lapan kes positil
COVID-19 sedang dirawat di unit
rawatan rapl (ICU) dan empat da-
ripadanya masih memerlukan
bantuan  pernafasan,”  katanya
pada sidang media harian CO-
VID-19, di sini, semalam.

Dalam pada itu, Dr Noor His-
ham turtut memaklumban hingga
Jam 12 tenpah harl semalam. se-
hanvak 34 kes sudah pulih dan
dibenarkan pulang.

Ini menjadikan jumlah kumu-
latif kes yaung pulih sepenubnya
dari COVID-19dan dibenarkan pu-
lang ialah sebanyak 5,979 kes atau
an.6 peratus davipada jumtah ke-
seluruhan kes

tinggi itu mungkin disebabkan
faktor cara hidup golongan ber-
kenaan atau keadaan tempat ting-
il

leliau berkata, biarpun prose-
dur operasi standard (SOP) pen-
cegahan sudah dilaksana di tapak
pembinaan, tiada kawalan mem-
habitkan tempat tinggal.

Daripada jumlah
kes baharu itu

sebanyak lima kes
adalah kes import
vang mendapat
jangkitan di luar
negara dan 167 kes
penularan tempatan.

Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan

“Daripada kajian Kita, besar ke-
mungkinan pekerja asing berke-
nain duduk di tempat yang ter-
tutup dan sempit. Itu menjadi fak-
tor utama bagaimana jangkitan
dapat menular

“SOP di tapak pembinaan me-
mang ada, tapi vang penting pe-
nempatan mereka, rumah dan ca-

FASA KETIGA PP

Selain i, daripada maklumat
terkini dimaklumkan tiada kes
kematian berkaitan COVID-19 se-
malam dan menjadikan jumiah
kekal sehanyak 115 kes jaita 1.55
peratus daripada jumlah kesetu-
ruhan kes

Sementara itu. Dr Noor Hisham
berkata, penularan COVID-19
membabitkan pendatang
asing tanpa izin (PATD di
tiga Depoh Tahanan Imig-
resen (DTI), terus mening-
kat dengan 227 kes positif
direkodkan, setakat ini
Tiga depuh berkenaan
ialah DT1 Bukit Jidil, DTL
Semenyih dan DTI Se-
pang.

Daripada jumlah itu, beliau ber-
kala, 53 kes nembabitkan warga
Bangladesh, India (41). Indonesia
(38), Myanmar (37), Pakistan (28)
dan China (17).

“Selain itu, empat kes memba-
bitkan warga Kemboja, Nepal (ti-
ga), Sri lanka (dua) dan ma-
sing-masing satu kes warga Fi-
lipina, Libya, Mesir serta Syria.

“Pelbagai aktivitt pencegahan

ra mereka duduk,” katanya pada
sidang media harian mengenai
perkembangan COVID-19 di sini,
sematam.

Dengan memberi contoh pe-
nempatan warga asing di Masjid
India, Kuala Lumpur, D Noor His-
ham berkata, satu pangsapuri di-
Tuini 30 orang.

FASA KEEMPAT PP
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dan kawalan sudah dijalankan,
antara lain langkah nyah cemar,
pendidikan kesihatan seperti pen-
jagaan kebersihan diri serta le-
rap mencuci tangan mengguna-
kan air dan sabun, serta pene-
kanan mengenai penjarakan so-
sial," katanya.

Dr Noor Hisham berkati, KKM

sedang  menyiasal  punca

jangkitan scorang kakita-
ngan pentadbiran di de-
poh tahanan bnigresen di
Semenyih yang dikesan
positif COVID-19. Jangki-
tan itu boleh hadiv dari-
pada pendatang asing
{anpa izin yang ditahan di
situ atan komuniti.

“Selepas kenal pasti kakitangan
ini positif, kita terus saving ke-
luarga mereka. Setakat ini. Kita
tak pasti sama ada jangkitan da-
ripada OKT (orang kena tahan)
atau komuniti,” katanya,

Terdahulu, Noor Hisham me-
maklumkan, €5 kes positil yang
direkod di DTI Semenyih. dengan
seorang daripadanya adalah ka-
kitangan yang bertugas di sana.

tapak pemblnaan 44 dl]angkltl

“Ruang sempit menjadi faktor
mendorong virus berjangkit. Kita
kena lihat faktor yang lain di ka-
langan pekerja asing. Kita percaya
ruang sempit satu faktor penting
yang perlu diperhalust.

“Kita tiada vaksin, yang ada
penjarakan sosial dan it ulah vak-
sin yang ada,” katanya.
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Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah menyampaitan .s'mnbungo kepada sebahagian
kakitangan Hospital Putrajaya vang bertugas pada Aidi ifitri, semaiam. (Foto Luqman Halim: Zublr i
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Malaysia antara |
47 negara catat
kesembuhan
lebih 80 peratus

Kuala Lumpur: Malaysia ber-
ada dalam senarai 47 negara
Yang mempunyai kadar kesem-
huhan COVID-19 lebih 80 pera.
tus.

Pada masa ini, kadar kesem-
buhan keseluruhan kes dunia
hampir kepada D peratus,

Berdasarkan statistik terbaha-
ru, kadar kesembuhan yang di-
catatkan sehingga 12 tengah hari
semalam adalah sebanvak 5979
kes atau 80.61 peratus daripada
keseluruhan kes dengan 34 kes
dibenarkan pulang semalam,

Menerusi infografik yang di-
kongsi oleh Pusat Kesiapsiagaan
dan Tindakan Cepat Krisis Ke-
bangsaan (CPRC), Kementerian
Kesihatan (KKM), Malaysia men-
catatkan 7417 Kes.

Selain itu. daripada makiumat
terkini, tiada kes kematian ber-
Kaitan COVID-14 setakat ini dan
menjadikan jumlah kekal 115 kes
laitu 1.55 peratus daripada jum-
lah keseluruhan kes,

Turut dicatatkan 172 kes baha-
ru, manakala 1,325 kes aktif de-
rigan lapan kes dirujuk di Unit
Rawatan Rapi termasuk empat di-
berilan bantuan alat pernafasan.
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SOP di TASKA bukan diskriminasi

Prosedur
kurangkan risiko
jangkitan anak
petugas barisan
hadapan

Putrajaya: Kementerian Kesiha-
tan (KKM) tidak pernah mendis-
kriminasi anak petugas barisan
hadapan yang ditempatkan di ta-
man asuhan kanak-kanak (TAS-
KA).

Sebaliknya, Ketua Pengarah Ke-
sihatan, Datuk Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah, menjelaskan prosedur
operasi standard (SOP) penjagaan
di TASKA yang bakal dicadang-
kan bertujuan mengurangkan vi-
siko jangkitan COVID-19.

Katanya, penyediaan ruang
Khusus itu adalah berikutan pe-
tugas barisan hadapan antara dua
kelompok paling berisiko untuk
dijangkiti COVID-19, selain kon-
tak rapat individu positif,

“Bukan kita sekat. Kita khas.
kan untuk anak petugas barisan

hadapan daripada KKM. Kalau
TASKA di hospital, tidak ada na-
salah. Namun jika bergaul de-
ngan kanak-kanak lain, kita perlu
khaskan,

"“Ini bukan pengasingan, tetapi
khaskan di satu tempat. Kita
memberi pengawasan khusus ke-
pada anak petugas kesihawan.
MungKin cara ini dilihat seperti
kitaasingkan, namun sehenarnya
ia memberikan perhatian khusus
kepada mereka,” katanya padi si-
dang media harian mengenai per-
kembangan COVID-19 di negara
ini, di sini. semalam,

Noor Hisham berkata, setakat
ini SOF untuk TASKA menye-
diakan ruang khusus bagi anak
petugas barisan hadapan masih
diteliti dan belum dibentangikan
kepada Majlis Keselamatan Ne-
gara (MKN) bagi kelulusan pe-
laksanaannya.

Katanya, petugas kesihatan
khususbya sentiasa diingatkan
mengamalkan pembersihan diri
dan mengelak menyentuh anak
sebaik tiba «li rumah.

“Apabila kita kembali ke ramal
Jjangan sentuh anak dan yang uta-
ma kena bersilikan divi sebab ada

Noor Azmi Ghazali

kemungkinan kita bawa jangki-
tan terbabit,” katanya.

Di hospital juga katanya. pe-
tugas yang mengendali pesakit ti-
dak pernah memilih  individu
vang dirawat, sebaliknya amanah
itu dilaksana tanpa mengira usia.
rakyat tempatan alau sebaliknya.

Sementara Timbalan Menteri
Kesihatan, Datuk Dr Noor Azmi
Ghazali, berkata, langkah itu bu-
kan diskriminast anak petugas ba-
risan hadapan, sebaliknya SOP bu-
¢i memastikan wabak COVID-19
tidak menjangkiti golongan ber-
isiko seperti kanak-kanak.

“Golongan barisan hadapan an-
tava paling herisiko tinggi. Jus-
teru, kita sering menasihati me-
reka supaya sebelum pulang ke
rumah dan berjumpa keluarga
serta anak, haruslah mandi dan
membersihkan diri dahulu,

“Oleh itu. saranan Kerajaan
supaya anak mereka dikekalkan
di rumah atau diasingkan dari-
pada kanak-kanak lain di
TASKA adalah tindakan
betul bagi memastikan wa-
bak ini tidak merebak, ma-
lah tidak timbul isu kita
melavan petugas barisun
hadapan secara tidak adil.

“Bagaimanapun, KKM
akan  bermesyuarat me-
ngenai  perkara ini dan
memberi penerangan terperinet
kepada semua pihak terbabit,” ka-
tanyu pada sidang media selepas
menyampaikan 450 pek juadah
Hari Raya kepada Hospital Parit
Buntar dan Taiping, semalam.

Bagi memastikan isu terbabit
tidak berpanjangan, beliau turut
menyarankan agar TASKA khas
diwujudkan untuk menjaga anak
petugas barisan hadapan sahaja.

“Saya berpendapat kita boleh

mewujudkan TASKA khas bagi
menempatkan anak ini Jika da-
pat diwujudkan, ia bagus untuk
memastikan kebajikan anak pe-
tugas barisan hadapan terbela.
Namun, ini hanya eadangan pe-
ribadi saya. Sebarang keputusan
adalsh terpulang kepada pihak
kerajzan dan kephmpinan terting.
@i KKM," katanva.

Menterd Pembingunan
Wanita, Keluarga dan Ma-
svarakat, Datuk Seri Ri-
na Mahe Harun, sebelum
ini memaklumkan  ada
berbincang dengan KKM
mengenai  pelaksanaan
SOP di TASKA sepanjang
tempoh Perintah Kawa-
lan Pergerakan Bersvarat
(PKPB),

Media sebelum ini melaporkan
terdapat permintaan daripada go-
longan pakar pediatrik supaya
SOP TASKA vang dikemas Kini
itu dibatalkan kerana ia dillihat
sebagai “diskriminasi’ apabila
anak petugas barisan hadapan ke-
kal berada di rumah atau seki-
ranya dihantar ke TASKA, porlu
‘diasingkun’ davipada kanak-ka-
nak lain.
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' Lelaki langgar arahan

UNIT KOMUNIKASI'KORPORAT:

kuarantin serah
diri di balai polis

Kuching: Lelaki yang mencetus-
kan kemarahan warganet kerana
mempamerkan gambarnya me-
langgar arahan kuarantin di ru-
mah menerusi Facebook, ditahan
di Sibu, semalam.

Timbalan Pesuruhjaya Polis Sa-
rawak, Datuk Dev Kumar, berkata
lelaki berusia 27 tahun itu ditahan
selepas menyerah diri di Balai
Polis Sibujaya.

Polis sudah merujuk lelaki ter-
babit kepada Kementerian Kesi-
hatan Malaysia (KKM) untuk tin-
dakan lanjut.

“Lelaki itu yang bekerja di Kua-

‘la Lumpur balik ke Sibu pada 17

Mei lalu dan diarah menjalani
kuarantin di hotel.

“Bagaimanapun, selepas ujian'

swab negatif lelaki itu diarah me-
neruskan kuarantin di rumah
hingga 30 Mei ini,” katanya.

Semalam, lelaki berkenaan
mencetuskan kemarahan warga-
net selepas membuat hantaran di
Facebook menunjukkan dirinya
bersarapan di sebuah kedai kopi
di Sibujaya.

Berdasarkan perbualan bersa-
ma rakannya dalam ruang komen
di Facebook, lelaki itu mengaku
membuka wristband atau gelang
tangan khas itu untuk mengelak
ditangkap.

Dia turut memberitahu rakan-
nya yang dia mengendurkan ge-
lang tangan yang diperbuat da-

ripéda plastik yang dipasang
KKM bagi individu yang menja-

. lani kuarantin di rumah.

Dev berkata, selepas tular di
Facebook, polis bergegas ke kedai
kopi berkenaan untuk mencari le-
laki berkenaan.

“Menyedari dirinya dicari, le-
laki itu kemudian menyerah diri
di Balai Polis Sibujaya,” katanya.

Sementara itu, Kolej Antara-
bangsa Teknologi Lanjutan Sara-
wak (i-CATS) menafikan isu mem-
babitkan seorang pelajar institusi
pendidikan tinggi swasta (IPTS)
yang didapati positif COVID-19,
baru-baru ini, adalah penuntut-
nya.

Menurut i-CATS dalam kenya-
taan semalam, isu yang tersebar
dalam media sosial itu adalah
palsu. g

“Pelajar terbabit seperti dinya-
takan dalam kenyataan berkena-
an bukan penuntut i-CATS,” ka-
tanya. .

i-CATS turut menjelaskan ba-
hawa nama IPTS yang dinyatakan
dalam kenyataan berkenaan ada-
lah tidak betul.

“Nama penuh i-CATS adalah

Kolej Antarabangsa Teknologi:

Lanjutan Sarawak (International
College of Advanced Technology
Sarawak).

“Sehubungan itu, i-CATS bukan
nama singkatan kepada IPTS ber-
kenaan,” katanya. :
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Tekad

selagi termampu

Anak hidap
anemia dorong

pasangan
tabur bakti

Oleh Ahmad Ismail
bhnews@hh.com.my

Segamat: “Dulu kami tidak tahu
pentingnya  menderma darah,
namun Kini amalan itu umpama
hobi baharu saya dan isteri,

“Alhamdulillah, selepas meli-
hat anak saya yang menghidap
anemia Kerap menerima darah
untuk menyelamatkan nyawa-
nya, membuatkan kami sedar be-
tapa penting bekalan darah,” ka-
ta penjawat awam, Sudirman Su-
laiman, 39.

Sudirman dan isterinya, No-
rumbayani Mohd Nor, 35, kerup
menderma darah yang dianguap
sebugai tanggungjawab sosial ke
pada masyarakat.

“Saya sudah lebih 10 kali men-
derma darah dan isteri kali ke-
empat. Darah ini boleh disimpan
sebagai stok jika ada yang me-
merlukan,” katanya di Pusat 4.
hung Darah Hospital Segamat,
haru-baru ini.

Sudirman  berkata, selepas
anak perempuannya, Nurul Bal.
qis  Sudirman, 17, disahkan
menghidap anemia, iaity kurang
sel darah merah (hemoglobiny,
dua tahun falu, hobi untuk men.
derma darah semakin memun-
cak.

“Tanpa penderma darah tentu
anak saya iak mampu untuk si-
hat sempurna dan akan meng-
ganggu urusan hariannya seba-
gai pelajar, selain boleh mengan-
cam nyawa,” katanya.

Beliau  bersyukur apabila

darah di Huspital Segamai.

anaknya sering mendapat beka-
lan darah daripada orang vang
tidak dikenali.

“Dengan bantuan it Juga
membantu anak perempuan sava
sihat dan dapat kami berkongsi
keceriaan,” katanya.

Justeru, beliau kini gembira
kerana berupaya menderma da.
rah setiap dua atau tiga bulan
sekali.

Beliau berkata, tindakan it
Juga mendorong ramai rakannya
untuk melakukan perkara sa-
ma.

Sudirman berkata, beliay vang
mempunyai darah jenis O dika-
tegorikan  sebagai ‘universal
bangga menyumbang bakti.

“Saya dan isteri akan terus
menderma darah selagi mampu.
Saya lihat ramai mangsa kema-

Sudirman bersama isteri menunjukkan rekodnya lebih 10 kali menderma

langan atau bencana yang cedera
memerlukan darah untuk me-
nyclamatkan nyawa mereka,"
katanya.

Sudirman berkata, menderma
darah bukan prosedur vangsulit,
hanva mengambil masa kira-ki-
ra 10 minit untuk setiap sesj,

Dengan bekalan darah vang
sentiasa tidak mencukupi, teru.
tama ketika penularan wabak
COVID-19 seharusnya mening-
katkan kesedaran semua orang
ek membantu negara me-
nambah bekalan untuk keguna-
an individu memertukan,

Sementara itu, Pengarah Hos-
pital Daerah Segamat, Dr Azhar
Mohd Sali, berkata walaupun ha-
nya dengan setitik daral, ia da-
pat membant menyelamatkan
nyawa tiap insan.
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i Pengalaman urus jenazah mangsa
-'Covzd 19 robek perasaan pasukan SPJM

T

TVIEFID Vang selesai ditiyamim
dibantar ke tanah peskuburan.

MUHAMMAD Raficudin (Kirl) bersansa
Kakitangan SPIML

AN SPJM mesmakal i
 sebelum ¥
mt-nmnbk.\n jenazah Covid-19.

P——
(L)

Oleh Suraya Roslan
suraya@hmetro.com,my

Kuala Lumpur

erat mata meman-
Bdang berat lagi bahu
memikul.

ftu pepatah paling sesnai
yang digambarkan pasukan
pengurusan jenazah mangsa
Covid-19 apabila melihat -
nuisan keluarga yang tidak
dapat mencium dan me-
nyventuh  wajah  terakhir
orang kesayangan.

Lebih pilu, waris mangsa
Covid-19 hanya dapat me-
natap wajah pesakit di se-
balik cermin di bilik pengu-
rusan jenazah hospital serta
tidak  dapat  menghantar
mangsa ke pusara,

Menceritakan pengalaman
pilu itu, Presiden Skuad Pe-
ogarusan Jenazah Malaysia
(SPJM) Mubammad Ra-
fieudin Zainal Rasid
berkata, dia dan pa-
sukan diberi pe-

hersama kit

pengurusan jenazah
yang dikefuarkan SPM.

MUHAMMAD
Rafieudin (kanan)

‘ P L
luang menguruskan dua Je-.
nazah mangsa Covid-19 dan

dapat merasai kesedihan ke-
luarga.

"Memang sedib, sebak,
dan pitu melihat keluarga ti-
dak dapat mendekati jasad
kesayangan buat kali te-
rakhir,

"Bagaimanapun, demi ke-
se]nhmraan semua, kita per-

u akui itu keputusan terbaik
demx mengelak jangkitan se-
perti saranan Kementerian
Kesihatan Malaysia (KKM)”
katanya,

Melihat ibunya cukup
memilukan hati.
Sudahlah lebih
beberapa bulan tidak
berjumpa anak,
sehingga dia
meninggal pun tok
dapat menatap
wajah arwah”

Muhammad
Rafieudin

Bercerita mengenai  pe-
ngurusan jenazah mangsa
Covid-i9, Muhammad Ra-
ficudin berkata, mereka di-
lengkapi pakaian perfindu-
ngan dirt (PPE) dan jenazah
pula wajib dibungkus de-
ngan beberapa lapisan plas-
tik disediakan KKM.

“Selepas itu, kami hanva
bertayamum di atas permu-
kaan beg jenazah atau pem
balut plastik itu.

“Seterusnya, kami mem-
balut jenazah dengan tiga
lapisan kain kapan dan nie-
ngikat dengan lima tali,

“Memiang tak selesa me-
makat  PPE, panas  dan
mengganggu  kerja,  tapi
kami tiada pilihan demime-
tindungi diri” katanya.

Katanya, selepas itu solat
jenazah dilakukan sebelum
disembur cecair pembasmi
kuman.

“Kebiasaannya SPIM di-
wakili empat wakil sahaja
dan dua lagi ahli keluargas
wntuk mengiringi dan me-
ngebumikan mangsa,
“Rakitangan KKM hanya

Je l/dh seorang
g\u.lkn tibi,

menyelia  dan  memantau
supaya kami mematuhi SOP
ditetapkan KKM," katanya.

Menurutnya, dua jenazah
mangsa Covid-19 diuruskan
membabitkan scorang lelaki
berusia 7o-an di ibu kota
manakala seorang lagi di
Pahang berusia z0-an,

“Kedua-duanya  kes ini
memberi pengalaman ber-
beza namun kami menja-
dikan ia sebagai ibadat." ka-
tanya,

Ditanva adakah  tdak
khuatir dijangkiti Covid-19,
baginya itu semua diserah-
kan kepada Allah SW'T un-
tuk menentukan.

“Saya bertawaka! dan va-
kin Allah SWT memandang
kebaikan kita dalam urusan
fardu kifayah," katanya.

Menurutnya, dalam dua
kes diuruskan, paling diin-
gati adalah kisah tular pe-
muda yang ditemui me-
ninggal dunia di tepi jalan di
Muadzam Shah, Pahang ke-
tika dipercayai berjalan dari
Segamat, Johor menuju ke
kampung halamannya  di
Kuala Terengganu,

“Melihat ibunya cukup
memilukan hati. Sudahlah
lebih beberapa bulan tidak
berjumpa anak, sehingga
diameninggal pun tak dapat
menatap wajah arwah.

“Simpati dengan  nasib
keluarga, tidak dapat me-
nikmati detlk terakhir de-
ngan  orang  lersayang
mungkin pengalaman pa-
ling sukar untuk saya gam-
barkan,” katanya.
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159 kes positif Covid-19 bukan warga Malaysia

Putrajava: Sebanyak 172 kes ba-
haru jangkitan Covid-19 dan me-
rekodkan 7,417 kes positil kese-
luruhan dilaporkan kepada Pusat
Kesiapsiagaan dan Tindak Cepat

Orang ramai tidak perlu

bimbang kerana semua kes
di DTI itu sudah diasingkan”

Dr Noor Hisham

Krisis Kebangsaan (CPRC), setakat
jam 12 tengah hari, semalam,

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-
tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah ber-
kata, lima daripada 172 kes baharu
itu membabitkan kes import yang
mendapat jangkitan di luar negara
dan dikuarantin schaik tiba di ne-
gara ini.

Beliau berkata, daripada 167 kes
penularan tempatan, 159 kes ada-
lah bukan warganegara Malaysia
termasuk 11z di tiga Depoh Ta-
hanan Imigresen (DT1) iaitu di
Bukit Jalil, Semenyih dan Sepang,

Katanya, orang ramai tidak per-
Iu bimbang kerana semua kes di
DTI itu sudah diasingkan dan di-
kawal pihak berkuasa serta hanya
ada lapan kes membabitkan rakyat
tempatan.

"Daripada kescluruhan kes itu,
kes aktif dengan kebolebjangkitan
Covid-19 sebanyak 1,323 kes dan
mereka sudab diasingkan serta di-
beri rawatan,

"Terdapat pertambahan 34 kes
pulih dan dibenarkan discaj da-
ripada hospital menjadikan jumlah
kumulatif kes pulih sepenuhnya

meningkat kepada 5979 dengan
kadar kesembuhan 80.6 peratus.

“Hingga kini, lapan kes positif
Covid-19 dirawat di Unit Rawatan
Rapi (ICU) dengan empat dari-
padanya  memerlukan bantuan
pernafasan” Katanya di sini, se-
malam. s |

Dr Noor Hisham herkata, tiada
kematian berkaitan jangkitan Co-
vid-19 dilaporkan semalam men-
jadikan jumlah kumulatif kes ke-
matian adalah 115 kes iaitu 55
peratus daripada jumlah keselu-
ruhan kes.
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KETUA Pengarah Kesihatan, Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullal but § Syawal be
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i everyone (including
: staff, officers and de-
: tainees) as per (stan-
: dard operating proce-
: dures for areas placed
: under) the Enhanced
: Movement Control

172 new cases — first |
3-digit figure in 3 weeks

PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia recorded a
spike in new Covid-19 infections,
with 172 new cases yesterday.

It was the highest jump after
three consecutive weeks of cases
in double digits daily. The last
time Malaysia recorded a three-
digit figure was on May 3, with 122
cases.

Heaith director-general Datuk
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said
the sudden spike in cases was due
to the detection of new clusters at

: three Immigration detention
i centies in Bukit Jalil, Semenyih
i and Sepang. |

Malaysia has 14 Immigration de-

- tention centres and four tempo-
: rary detention centres inSabah,

Dr Noor Hisham said the min-
istry had screened the three Im-
migration depots.

“We are screening

Order. %
“A total 0f 1,536 peo-

ple (1,422 detainees

and 114 staff) have

“In Masjid India, for example,
there are close to 30 people living
in a smail space. Crowded and
confined spaces are a factor, and
we need to look into how they can
maintain social distancing and
practise good hygiene.,

“We do not have a vaccine for
Covid-19 yet, so social distancing
is the vaccine we have at the mo-
ment.

“Cleaning and disinfection pro-
cesses are being carried out atthe
premises.”

Dz Noor Hisham said there was
atotal of 227 Covid-19 cases at the
three Immigration depots, in-
volving 12 nationalities.

They comprise undocumented
wozikers frora Bangladesh (53), In-
dia (41), Indonesia (38), Myanmar
(37), Pakistan (28),
- China (17), Cambadia
(four), Nepal (three),
Stri Lanka (two), and
cue each from the
Philippines, Libya,
Egypt and Syria.

Dr Noor Hisham
said the public need *
not worry as the cases
were confined to the
depots, which were .
1ot open to the pub-

been screened and iy iic.

tested at the Bukit Datu -Droor

He also said a new

Jalil depot, with 126 = Hisham Abdullah cluster was detected

: people testing posi-
: tive, 514 testing negative and 896
: awaiting results.

“At the Semenyih depot, 1,757
samples (1,630 detainees and 127
staff) have been taken, with 66
testing positive, 753 testing neg-
ative and 938 awaiting results.

“A total of 1,449 individuals

. were screened at the Sepang de-
: tention centre, with 36 testing

positive, 540 testing negative and
873 awaiting results.” 7

He said the ministry foresaw an
increase in cases over the next
two days as test results came in.

He said those who test positive
would immediately be isolated
and treated at hospitals, while
those who test negative would be
isolated and quarantined in
proper places. :

He said while the investigation
was ongoing to determine the
source of infection of the clusters,
being ‘in confined and crowded
places could have led to the trans-
mission of the disease.

He said the high number of in-
fections among migrant workers
could be due to their living con-
ditions,

He said while there were stan-
dard operating procedures in
place to ensure proper housing
was provided to workers at con-
struction sites and factory work-
ers, their living conditions out-
side must be looked into as well.

at a construction site
in Kuala Lumpur, with 44 new
cases, of which 43 were migrant
workers,

On recoveries, he said up to yes-
terday, 34 more patients had re-
covered and were discharged
from hospitals. This brought the
total number of patients who had
recovered to 5,979 (80.6 per cent).

Of the new cases reported yes-
terday, five were imported and
contracted abroad.

Of the locally-transmitted cas-
es, 159 involved foreigners, with

- 112 identified at three Immigra-

tion depots.

Five new Covid-19 cases were
detected among the latest batch
of Malaysians returning from
averseas, bringing the total num-
ber to 446.

“Two of them were from Egypt,
two from Pakistan and one from
Indonesia.

“From April 3 to May 25, 40,716
individuals had returned from
abroad and were placed under a
mandatory 14-day quarantine, of
which 33,092 have since complet-
ed the quarantine.” .

‘He said eight Covid-19 patients
were currently in the Intensive
Care Unit, with four of them re-

_Quiring ventilator support.

No deaths wetre reported to the
Crisis Preparedness and Response
Centre yesterday. The Covid-19
death toll remains at 115,
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Most new cases involve illegal migrants

By ALLISON LAl
allison@thestar.com.

PUTRAJAYA: New Covid-19 cases
exceeded 100 for the first time since
May 3, with a majority of them
involving undocumented migrants.

The figures over the next few
days are expected to be higher with
the release of more test results,

Health director-general Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah said anoth-
er 172 positive cases were recorded
as at noon yesterday, bringing the
total cases in Malaysia to 7,417.

“Five of them were imported
cases, Out of the 167 local transmis-
sions, 159 involved non-citizens,
where 112 were detected at three
iramigration detention centres,” he
told reporters yesterday.
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There are 18 such centres under
the Immigration Department
nationwide, including four tempo-
rary ones,

“We have screened those in three
centres in Semenyih, Bukit Jalil and
Sepang.

“Everyone, including the detain-
ees and staff, was screened, just like
how its done at areas where the
enhanced moveraent control order
(MCO) has been implemented,” he
said.

Dr Noor Hisham said a new clus-
ter was detected at the Sepang
detention depot, where 1,346
detainees had heen screened, with
36 testing positive.

“Test results are pending for 873
samples,” he said, adding that 540 of
the total of 1,449 samples taken at
the centre had tested negative.

At the Bukit Jalil detention depot,
1,422 samples have been taken
from the detainees, Of these, 126
tested positive, while the results are
pending for 896 samples.

As for the Semenyih centre, he

said 1,757 samples had heen taken,
involving 1,630 detainees and 127
staff members.

“A tatal of 66 have tested positive,
including an employee,

“We are investigating if the
employee contracted the virus from
the detainees or from within the
community,” he said, adding that
officers and personnel from all
three detention depots had been
quarantined and replaced hy new
staff members. J

“Disinfection has been done, and
so has screening and investigation.
There’s a possibility the infection
could have been due to the confined
spaces,” he said.

> SEE NEXT PAGE
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Health DG:
Don't worry,
detention
depots are in
isolated areas

> FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

There are 227 positive cases
from the three detention depots
invols undocumented migrants
S0 far‘fiwxnlng‘th those from Bangladesh
recording the highest nurber at 53
cases. S

The rest are from India (41),
Indonesia (38), Myanmar (37),
Pakistan (28), China (17), Cambodia
(4), Nepal (3), Sri Lanka (2) and one
each from the Philippines, Libya,
Egypt and Syria.

Dr Noor Hisham, however,
advised the public not to WOITY
about the increase in the number of
Ppositive cases detected at the deten-
tion depots, as the premises were in
isolated areas and under surveil-
lance by the authorities.

“The ministry will continue to
cooperate with the Immigration
Department, the police and other
government agencies to manage
the cases involving detention
depots.

“For example, (we conduct)
investigation, close contact tracing,
risk assessment by relevant agen-
cies, active screening for symptoms

. and samples for case detection and
education. : :

“The positive cases are isolated
and treated at hospitals; and close
contacts are placed under observa-
tion and surveillance,” he said.

Meanwhile, Dr Noor Hisham said -

- this year’s Hari Raya was very
unique. 2

“We are celebrating Aidilfitri in a
closed-door manner but our heart
remain open. 2

“God willing, we will break the
chain of infection,” he said.
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Health of donors is important

Blood bank faces supply crisis as many who want to donate don't meet criteria

By ARNOLD LOH
arnold.loh@thestar.com.my

GEORGE TOWN: Poor health and
lifestyle of many Malaysians are
among
National Blood Centre (NBC) is now
facing a supply crisis.

Supply at the NBC and other cen-
tres throughout the country is down
40% but many who want to donate
blood have to be turned away. -

“Despite various promotional

activities, the status of blood collec-
tion has not been satisfactory to
date, reaching only 57% of the tar-
get,” Health director-general Datuk
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said at
his daily Covid-19 media briefing in
Putrajaya on May 20. :
. From March to May this year
only 67,135 bags of blood were col-
lected compared to 111,328 bags
during the same period in 2018.

Each bag of blood is usually 1 pint
or 450 ml. : :

Last September, the Heaith Minis-
try launched Kampungku Sihat, in
Penang, a large-scale health screen-
ing of close to 10,000 residents in 79
villages.

The reported results were sober-
ing: 65% of those screened were at

. risk of diabetes and 40% teetered on
the edge of hypertension.

Meanwhile the 2015 National
Health and Morbidity Survey found
that one in two Malaysian adults
were obese, one in three suffered
from hypertension, and one in five
lived with diabetes.

This poor state of health directly
affects blood bank supply.

Penang Adventist Hospital blood

the main reasons why the’
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443 or 14% of the 3,173 people who
wanted to donate blood at the hospi-
tal last year had to be turned away.
He said 28% of those rejected had
low haemoglobin (HB) count.
“Women frequently have low HB,
especially after menstruation.

Regular donors also have low HB if -

they do not take enough iron. Their
HB is actually considered normal
and they are healthy. But to donate,
you have to be better than normal,”
said Wang, wha has been a transfu-
sionist for 11 years.

Another 11% of those rejected

“had high blood pressure, 10% were

on certain medications which make
their blood unusable, and 9% had
abnormal white blood cell count.

“When your white blood cell
count is high, it can mean your body
is dealing with an infection, even if
you dor’t have symptoms,” Wang
explained.

Wang, who previously served at
both the Penang Hospital and also
NBC, said these who had casual or
paid sex — even once — should not

transfusionist Wang Pack Yee said

Blood shortage: A nurse arranging packs of blood on a trolley as the

i 8

National Blood Centre appeals for healthy donors to help.

donate blood.

He said there was a case of an
individual who donated blood
every three months for around five
years, until the human iramunode-
ficiency virus (HIV) was detected in
his blood.

He said every patent who
received the donor’s blood in the
previous 12 months had to be called
back for testing.

“It was an ordeal for all of them.

“Even if you are completely free
of sexually transmitted diseases
and practice protected sex, this life-
style puts recipients of your blood
at great risk. That is why hospitals
are prevented from receiving your
donation,” he said, adding that
blood was also not taken from
males who had sex with other men.

Wang said while HIV risks, like

what he had encountered was rare,
the underlying issue was the chal-
lenge that blood banks faced in
finding regular, healthy donors.
Other less common reasons to
reject donations include women in
the first three days of menstruation,
those found to have symptomatic
infections, are underweight, have

low blood pressure, a pulse of more

than 100 beats per minute or a vein
too small for the needle.

Those who passed everything but
faint at the sight of the needle are
also rejected, and Wang said he has
seen this “more than once”.

The rejection rate recorded by
Central Seberang Prai Malaysian
Red Crescent Society (MRCS) was
higher, at 25%.

The society’s blood programme
sub-committee chairman Ng Poh

Heng said out of 4,697 peaple want-
ing to donate blood last year
through them, 1,151 had to be

* rejected.
- The society did not compile the

reasons for their rejection.
A study published in the

- Malaysian Journal of Medicine and

Health Sciences in January last year
pointed out that only 2% to 2.25% of
Malaysians donate blood, while
World Health Organisation stpu-
lates that 5% of any country’s popu-
lation need to be donors for a stable
supply.

The Star has contacted the NBC
on the rejection rate nationwide
and is awaiting its reply.

More information on donation
criteria can be found in NBC’s web-
site, www.pdn.gov.my.

During the movement control

‘order, many state government hos-

pitals appealed on social media for
blood donors to step forward.

Regular donors were given Writ-
ten permission to leave their homes
and head to donation centres.

On Feb 20, NBC ran a creative
post on Facebook when it was low
on blood.

“If you could queue up for four
pieces of chicken, you can also
queue up to donate blood. Our
stacks are low and getting lower.
We appeal to your kindness to
donate quickly,” NBC, which sup-
plies blood to the Klang Valley, said
in its post, which was shared over
2,100 times. .

The “four pieces of chicken”
referred to that day’s queuing up by
thousands of people for a promo-
tion at a fast food franchise.

Man finds out it |s not so easy to ‘don‘ate_blood =

GEORGE TOWN: A Penangite
found just how hard it'is to find
blood donors when his mother had
a health emergency recently.

Wishing to be lmown only as
Sam, the 40-year-old said his moth-
er was hospitalised due to excessive
bleeding. o

“She is A+. The surgeon aleried us
that the hospital was low on this
blood type and asked us to contact
friends and relatives to dondte,” he
said.

Sam went on sacial media with
his plea and friends staried a group
chat to find A+ blood donors.

There was no shortage of people
with the same blood type, who
rushed to the hospitals to donate, he
said.

“They included strangers, who
wanted to help my mother, but
many were rejected,” he said.

He said they were turned down
because they had high blood pres-
sure, long-term overseas stays, had

recently changed sex parmers or
had surgery less than six months

ago.

Sara himself could not donate
because he was in the United
Kingdom for more than six months
hetween 1980 and 1996, whern the
country had an outhreak of mad
cow disease.

“We never knew it would be so
hard,” he said.

It took him more than a week to
find donors to keep his mother

alive, She is now recuperating.

Blood transfusionist Wang Pack
Yee said the stringent rules for
donor screening was developed hy
the World Health Organisadon and
adopted by the Health Ministry.

“If your BP (blood pressure) is
high and we still allowed you to
donate, your BP will shoot up even
higher because your heart will be
struggling to circulate a reduced
amount of blood around your body.

“After we remove 450ml of blood,

your heart must work hard to keep
circulation going. You can have car-
diac arrest,” he explained.

Wang said 450ml was how much
most Malaysians weighing 50kg
and above could donate.

Wang urged university and cal-
lege students to donate regularly,
because they would most likely be
in the best state of health to do so.

“Youths above 18 must realise
how important they are in keeping
blood banks stocked.”
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KUALA LUMPUR: The busy bees at
the lahoratory go about their work
unnoticed.

‘Some were at their desks, peering
into microscopes. Qthers were
crunching data on their respective
desktaps. 2

The ahove sums up a typical day
at Lablink, one of the Jahoratories in
Malaysia that is tasked with testing
Covid-19 samples. =

According to the Healf Ministry,
there are 45 public and private labs
that are carrying out these tests,
Their maximum capacity is 27,667
tests per day. Another five lahorato-
ries are expected to come up soon in
‘Sabah (Tawau and Sandakan),
Sarawak (Miri and Bintulu) and
Johor (Kluang).

Lablink chief microhiologist Dr
Muhammad Nazri Aziz said the staff
would have to go through about
1,000 samples each day, an increase
from ahout five tests in February
before progressing to ahout hun-
dreds of tests daily last month.

_The testing of Covid-19 virus

" involves three processes — pre-
analytical, analytical, Post-analyti-
cal, he said. -

The pre-analytical process starts
at the sample collection sites or hos-
pitals while the analytical process,
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ghing it out at the screening lab

is not available and infection among
the elderly is significant.”

At the same time, access cards :
are also compulsory to ensure bios-
ecurity onsite in order to protect the

" virus from being used for intention-

al motives such bioweapon or theft.

Dr Muhammad Nazri also spoke -
about the importance of generating
accurate results, as false-negative or
false-positive test results would not
only jeopardise the health of a
patient, but also disrupt the efficacy .
of public health policies and meas- -
ures by the authorities,

“A majority of our doctors are in
their 50s and the same goes for
other private hospitals, where a
majority of their frontliners are sen-
ior professionals.

“A false-negative result may also
cause h to-human transmis-

_which determines the status of the ;

Vvirus, is managed by Lablink itself.

Itinvolves a team of ahout 30 staff
working through shifts of 24 hours a
day to ensure a turnaround time
of 1o more than 48 hours,

. Upon receiving the test sample, a
three-shift schedule of clinical labo-
ratory scientists would embark on
the second-stage sample registra-
tion, until the release of the results,

It is a critical stage, as Ppotential
analytical vulnerabilities during the
laboratory diagnosis might occur.

“Pathologists, senior clinical labo-
ratory scientists and a quality team
at Lablink work around the clock
to ensure that the generation of
false-positive and false-negative
results are prevented by integrating
the quality management system
into diagnostics activities,” Dr
Muhammad Nazri said.

He added that the main priority
in the lab is ensuring safety, where
its staff merbers are required to
adhere to standard operating proce-
dures that are in line with the laho-

ratory standards and requirements

of the WHO Biosafety 2004 and -

Malaysian Biosafety and Biosecurity
Guidelines 2015.

Staif members are also required
6 wear personal protective equip-
ment at all times while working on
site.

“We prioritise safety because we
want to prevent a lab-associated
infection among our lab staff.
Because the Covid-19 is considered a
novel virus, which means that treat-
ment is not well established, vaccine

sion and further spread the virus to
the community,” he added.

Noting that Covid-19 is an
emerging infectious disease, Dr
Muhammad Nazri quoted World
Health Organisation director gener-
al Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghbreyesus,
who said that the worst of Cavid-19 -
is yet ahead.

“Ending the pandemic would
require a sustained effort on the
parts of individuals, communities,
governments, {0 continue suppress-
ing and controlling this deadly
virus,” he said. ;



